Dear friend

Following months of agonising I have decided, despite the tremendous honour of being chosen to head the Welsh Labour list in the forthcoming Euro elections that I will not seek re election next year.

This has been a tremendously difficult decision to take as I shall be giving up a position that I love and a position where I have always furthered the Labour cause.  After fifteen years however, with a constantly punishing schedule in Brussels and Strasbourg and the huge task of representing the whole of Wales in addition to the need to balance work and family life I believe that it is time to hand on this privileged post. 

I would like to thank you for all your tremendous support over the years. From the heady days when I was elected as the youngest MEP at 27 years old representing Mid and West Wales in the landslide which cleared out so many Tory MEPs and led the way for Labour to win the 1997 General Election, I have attempted to represent Wales to the best of my abilities.  I shall forever be indebted to the membership of that constituency in particular for taking a risk on me.

Wales, the UK, Europe and the world are different places now. I have had the honour of helping to shape a new Wales through being instrumental in securing Objective 1 and Convergence funding to help rebuild our poorest communities and I have had the tremendous joy of seeing people change their lives from hopelessness to building confidence and finding work thanks to European funding.   

The establishment of the Welsh Assembly has changed the political landscape in Wales for ever, and I am proud to have taken a lead role in securing a Yes vote in what turned out to be one of the most exciting campaigns in which I have been involved. It is almost impossible to believe today that I was only the fifth woman in the history of Wales to have been elected to a full time political position and the first to have a baby whilst being a serving politician. Since then Labour in Wales has gone from a position of having one of the worst representations of women in Europe to being one of the best. That was not due to an accident, but due to hard campaigning led by committed volunteers led from my office.

I feel like I have grown up in the post along with the Labour party.  I remember the sheer terror I felt addressing in Spanish a conference of over 5000 people in Barcelona before Labour was elected in the UK, and telling them of our dreams of establishing a new kind of country.  Labour eventually took up the reins of power after 18 years of Tory rule which decimated communities across Wales. We are now in our third term and need to fight for a fourth.  

I am proud of the fact that I have managed to campaign in all parts of Wales and have made differences on issues as diverse as Aerospace in Flintshire, Waste in Torfaen, and GMOs in Pembrokeshire. I also set up the West Wales Rail Forum to bring some coherence and synergy to the multiple businesses and organisations involved. 

I have also had the privilege of being able to help shape Labour policy through my involvement in the Welsh Labour Executive and am particularly proud of the fact that I established Cymdeithas Cledwyn the group within the Labour Party where issues are discussed through the medium of Welsh. I have always believed that we must not concede the language to the Nationalists and became President of the cross party group on minority languages in the European Parliament. 

I would also like to thank the trade unions with whom I have cooperated with over the years to ensure that the voice of the worker has been heard in the corridors of Brussels where more has been done to further social rights than anywhere else.

One of the constant frustrations of being an MEP is the almost impossible task of getting the European message through. Although it is often difficult to explain the intricacies of European laws, the fact is that sooner or later they have an impact on the lives of millions of people in Wales and throughout the EU. I am particularly proud of the fact that I have led the energy portfolio in the European Parliament and have put the issue of energy poverty firmly onto the European agenda.  I have also been at the forefront of forcing the restructuring of the European energy sector to ensure a better deal for consumers.  

I was also pleased to be elected as the front bench Socialist spokesperson on budget control which helped to ensure a better balanced debate between the need to improve the functioning and controlling of the finance of the EU and not allowing that important aim to be hijacked by Eurosceptic hysteria.  I led the debate on the Sea Empress Disaster in the EP chamber and took the lead role in prioritising the 800 million Euro budget for Culture and Education.

 

The EU has changed tremendously since 1994 from 12 member states to 27. It has been a tremendous honour to have met some of the most inspirational characters  of the 20th and 21st centuries, Francois Mitterand, Yehudi Menuhin, Jacques Delors, the Dalai Lama, and more personally to have become friends with people who have made history like the founder members of the Solidarity movement in Poland.

It has also been a tremendous privilege to have worked in a team with Glenys Kinnock and prior to that with Wayne David, Dai Morris and Joe Wilson. Glenys has been a constant inspiration to me and has always provided me with tremendous support and partnership, this team approach I believe has led to Labour Wales punching well above its weight in Brussels . I have also been able to rely on a committed team of staff who have served the constituency admirably, and would like to thank officers of the Labour party MPs AMs and dedicated councillors for their support over the years.  

The importance of the European Union cannot be understated especially at a time when some of the biggest challenges facing us today need international cooperation. In particular economic turbulence, climate change, the energy challenge, sustainability tackling poverty in the developing world and terrorism. That is why I shall be continuing to make every effort to ensure that Wales returns the highest possible number of Labour MEPs in June 2009. I am confident that Derek Vaughn, Lisa Stevens and the rest of the team will deliver for Wales and the Labour party in Brussels, but I hope you will join with me in making every effort to secure their election.

The Labour Party is my family. Members of the party constantly reinforce my faith in humankind. The hours of voluntary service that individuals up and down the country give in order to further social justice gives me a perpetual source of optimism. Thank you again for the most tremendous privilege of being able to represent you and the people of Wales and for allowing me to contribute to the cause in which we all believe.

Yours sincerely 
ELUNED MORGAN

